
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER -- April 12, 2026 
 

 

INVOCATION 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
HYMN OF PRAISE Worship Booklet 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - see Celebrate insert 
FIRST LESSON  - see Celebrate insert    ACTS 2:14a, 22-32 
PSALM 16 - see Celebrate insert 
SECOND LESSON - see Celebrate insert 1 PETER 1:3-9 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Worship Booklet 
THE GOSPEL  - see Celebrate insert JOHN 20:19-31 
SERMON 
HYMN #382 ELW “Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia!” 
NICENE CREED  p. 126 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  - see Celebrate insert 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
OFFERTORY / OFFERING PRAYER Worship Booklet 
HOLY COMMUNION WITH LORD’S PRAYER Worship Booklet 

Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Distribution / Lamb of God 
Blessing 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION 
#471 ELW “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
INSERT “De Rodillas Compartamos” 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
BENEDICTION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / DISMISSAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar today are a gift from Marsha Kennedy. 
 
THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 
SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
   1:00 p.m. Pastor Ken’s Class 
 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1229 Jefferson Heights Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

412-824-4525 
E-Mail:  EastmontELC@Hotmail.com 
www.emmanuellutheraneastmont.org 

 

Rev. Linda Orsen Theophilus, Pastor 
420 Nike Drive - 412- 824-5945/412-401-5742 cell 

 



Let us pray for… 
 

   Melissa Stoller, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin and Erin Jones, Assistants to the Bishop  
Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS:  Refugees & asylum seekers, Rachel F., Marilyn, Rose & Chip, Judy 
H., Karin, Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Pr. Tony, Mitzi, Fernando,  Len 
& Carole, Lynn F. & Zach, Erin, Chareen W., Debbie B., Ed L., Noel, Myschel, Janet, Bob, Andrew W., 
Wael’s family, Pr. Ken, Eric, Noah, Mindy, Debbie K., Leilani, Barbara R., Carol G., Debbie, Marion Q., 
Karen M., Marlene T., Kandy Sue, Robin, Louie, Kat, Hunter, Laura, Pam, Brian P., Justin, Courtney, 
Roni, Brandy, Don W., Jason, and all with undiagnosed illnesses.  
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  John Miller, Jose Guadalupe Ramos-Solano, Tuan Van Bui. 
NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley 
& Jack Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June 
Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Peggy Ebert (Kane–McKeesport), Carole Hill (Concordia Monroeville).  
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Darlene, Alexis, John, Barbara, Daniel 
EMPLOYMENT:  Tom L. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Iran 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Zion – Penn Hills 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Lutheran Service Society 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Linton Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
CELEBRATE – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 12, 2026 
 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts 
and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our 
everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter, the first two readings will be from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the 
new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have 
not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 2:14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He 
tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by 



God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, 
the risen Jesus is now enthroned. 
 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what 
I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God 
did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised 
him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its 
power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and 
his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that 
he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, saying, 
 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 
 
PSALM 16 
In your presence there is fullness of joy. (Ps. 16:11) 
 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 



 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 1:3-9 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for 
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had 
to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 
 
GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these 
are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate. 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of 
all creation. 

A brief silence. 



Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon 
us, that our faith may be renewed day by day.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders of creation, from the 
beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen 
the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their nations.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way (especially). Reveal to them 
your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our care for one another 
and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire 
us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious presence.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBT001531. 
 


