
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER -- April 19, 2026 
 

 

INVOCATION 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  Worship booklet 
HYMN OF PRAISE Worship Booklet 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - see Celebrate insert 
FIRST LESSON  - see Celebrate insert    ACTS 2:14a, 36-41 
PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 - see Celebrate insert 
SECOND LESSON - see Celebrate insert 1 PETER 1:17-23 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Worship booklet 
THE GOSPEL  - see Celebrate insert LUKE 24:13-35 
SERMON 
HYMN #379 ELW “Now the Green Blade Rises” 
          #357 LLC “Brota ya el retono” 
NICENE CREED  p. 126 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  - see Celebrate insert 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
OFFERTORY / OFFERING PRAYER Worship booklet 
Blessing of Seeds, Soils and Water 
HOLY COMMUNION WITH LORD’S PRAYER Worship Booklet  

Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Distribution / Lamb of God 
Blessing 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION #525 ELW “You Are Holy ” 
                                             INSERT “Eres Santo” 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
BENEDICTION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 
SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

   Melissa Stoller, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin and Erin Jones, Assistants to the Bishop  

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1229 Jefferson Heights Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

412-824-4525 
E-Mail:  EastmontELC@Hotmail.com 

www.emmanuellutheraneastmont.org 
 

Rev. Linda Orsen Theophilus, Pastor 
420 Nike Drive - 412- 824-5945/412-401-5742 cell 

 



Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS:  Refugees & asylum seekers, Rachel F., Marilyn, Rose & Chip, Judy 
H., Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Pr. Tony, Mitzi, 
Fernando, Derrick Sr., Len & Carole, Courtney, Lynn F. & Zach & Lynn’s brother, Erin, Chareen W., 
Debbie B., Ed L., Noel, Myschel, Dave G., Diego, Sherl, Eddie O., Janet, Bob, Andrew W., Wael’s family, 
Mark, Sydney B., Pr. Ken, Eric, Noah, Mindy, Debbie K., Leilani, Barbara R., Carol G., Debbie, Marion 
Q., Pr. Susan Schwartz, Karen M., Marlene T., Kandy Sue, Luis S., Robin, Louie, Kat, Hunter, Laura, 
Pam, and all with undiagnosed illnesses.  
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Alejandro Cabrera Clemente. 
 

NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley 
& Jack Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June 
Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Peggy Ebert (Kane–McKeesport), Carole Hill (Concordia Monroeville).  
 

CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Darlene, Alexis, John, Barbara, Daniel 
 

EMPLOYMENT:  Tom L., Doug M. 
 

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Iran 
 

MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
 

CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Zion – Penn Hills 
 

LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Lutheran Service Society 
 

SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Linton Middle School 
 
 
 
 
CELEBRATE – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 19, 2026 
 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. 
They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them 
and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures 
are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes 
the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the 
crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 



14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house 
of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, 
what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, 
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified 
with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
 
 
PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 
I will call on the name of the Lord. (Ps. 116:13) 
 
 1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2 for the Lord has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”  
 12 How shall I repay the Lord 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13 I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the Lord. 
 14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, 
  is the death of your servants. 
 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land. 
Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, 
and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in fear during the 
time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, 
not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages 
for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your trust and hope are in God. 



 
  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
 
GOSPEL: LUKE 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how 
Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen 
a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said 
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate. 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of 
all creation. 

A brief silence. 
Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our journey of faith. Gather 
us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the bread.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being prepared for planting, and 
send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Where there is corruption, 
bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick (especially). Strengthen 
the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine love for one another 
and uphold this community in your name.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal Light, we give thanks for (Olavus Petri, Laurentius Petri and) all who have nurtured your church’s life 
in ages past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
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