
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 21, 2024 

 
INVOCATION 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p. 119 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p. 149 
 
PRAYER of the DAY - O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us 
into your fold.  Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole.  Make us one with 
you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    ACTS 4:5-12 
 
PSALM 23 
 
SECOND LESSON 1 JOHN 3:16-24 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
ELW # 172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
 
THE GOSPEL  JOHN 10:11-18 
 
REFLECTION: 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life.  It is the relationship 
between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd 
authority.  The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love.  First John 
illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth 
with any sibling in need. 
 
HYMN #778 ELW “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
          #549 LLC “Es el Senor mi buen pastor” 
 
NICENE CREED p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need of good news. 

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one another.  Empower our church 
in ministries around the world to worship and serve alongside global companions as equal partners and 
coworkers in the gospel.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems.  Inspire scientists, researchers, conservation 
organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of 
the world around us.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in solving conflicts, and listen to 
the wisdom of Indigenous peoples.  Help all those with power to share it and to use such power for good.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing, victims of domestic abuse, 
and all who live with chronic illness or compromised immune systems.  Guide communities to actively care for 
people who are vulnerable.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice.  Call us away from things that 
distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on 
the margins.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith Strengthen us to share the good news in our own day.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through 
Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen. 
 
SHARING of the PEACE 
 
Blessing of Seeds, Soil and Water 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
LLC#420/ELW#535 “Hallelujah We Sing Your Praises” 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
TUESDAY   1:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy 
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Maritza, Jim & Judy H., Pr. Wayne H.  Kirk D., Georgetta C., 
Mason M., Sandra, Noah, Luca, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Fernando W., Darlene & Al, 
Leilani, Lana, Amy, Antonio, Katie and baby, Sophia, Dayton, Mike, Jeffery, Lynn & son, Kelsey, Miranda, Don W., & all 
with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses.   
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Joyce Compton. 
NURSING HOME/Assisted Living: Evelyn Lowry (McMurray Hills Manor); Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-
Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); 
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Concordia Monroeville). 
CAREGIVERS:  Annie T., Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rosa, Antonia, Tom M., Rebecca, Darlene. 
HOUSING NEEDS:  Asylum seekers, Southside campers, Hector and Yuri, Evelyn, Diorgho.   
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yinke, Timur, Yelisbeth, Amanda. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Iceland 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Christ Murrysville 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Lutheran Service Society 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Redeemer Elementary 
  



First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection 
to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ 
name to the religious authorities. 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand 
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed 
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, 
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’  12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with 
others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 
commandments. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that 
we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and 
do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Gospel: John 10:11-18 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his 
sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does 



not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong 
to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
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