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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER -- APRIL 26, 2026

INVOCATION

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Worship Booklet

HYMN OF PRAISE Worship Booklet

PRAYER OF THE DAY - sece Celebrate insert

FIRST LESSON - see Celebrate insert ACTS 2:42-47

PSALM 23 - see Celebrate insert

SECOND LESSON - sce Celebrate insert 1 PETER 2:19-25

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Worship booklet

THE GOSPEL - sece Celebrate insert JOHN 10:1-10

SERMON

HYMN #781 ELW “Children of the Heavenly Father”
INSERT “Nuestro Dios y Padre eterno”

NICENE CREED p- 126

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - sce Celebrate insert
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERTORY / OFFERING PRAYER Worship booklet
HOLY COMMUNION WITH LORD’S PRAYER Worship Booklet
Thanksgiving and Sanctus
Eucharistic Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Distribution / Lamb of God

Blessing

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
#362 ELW “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
INSERT “Un Banquete Tan Triunfal”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
BENEDICTION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / DISMISSAL

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship
TUESDAY 1:00 p.m. Women's Bible Study at Zion



Let us pray for...

Melissa Stoller, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Peter Asplin and Erin Jones, Assistants to the Bishop

Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA

Bishop Henrik Stubkjeer, President, Lutheran World Federation
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: Refugees & asylum seekers, Rachel F., Marilyn, Rose & Chip, Judy
H., Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Pr. Tony, Mitzi,
Fernando, Derrick Sr., Len & Carole, Courtney, Lynn F. & Zach & Lynn’s brother, Erin, Chareen W.,
Debbie B., Ed L., Noel, Myschel, Dave G., Diego, Sherl, Eddie O., Janet, Bob, Andrew W., Wael’s family,
Mark, Sydney B., Pr. Ken, Eric, Noah, Mindy, Debbie K., Leilani, Carol G., Debbie, Marion Q., Pr. Susan
Schwartz, Karen M., Marlene T., Kandy Sue, Robin, Louie, Kat, Hunter, Laura, Pam, Julie H., Pr. Linda,
and all with undiagnosed illnesses.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: Alejandro Cabrera Clemente, Ismael Ayala-Uribe, Aled Damien
Carbonell-Betancourt.

NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley
& Jack Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June
Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Peggy Ebert (Kane-McKeesport), Carole Hill (Concordia Monroeville).
CAREGIVERS: Judy M., Chris, Chip, Darlene, Alexis, John, Barbara, Daniel

EMPLOYMENT: Tom L.

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: Iran

MISSION PARTNER: Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh

CHURCH OF THE MONTH: Zion - Penn Hills

LUTHERAN AGENCY: Lutheran Service Society

SCHOOL OF THE MONTH: Linton Middle School

CELEBRATE — FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 26, 2026

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel.
The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still
waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth
to be signs of the resurrection and extend God'’s tender care to all creation.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us
by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: ACTS 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when
the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares
what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.



“2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. ** All
who believed were together and had all things in common; *° they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. *® Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’ praising God and having the goodwill of
all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

"' The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3 You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
® Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even
suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid
adversity.

1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 2° If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer
for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself
to the one who judges justly. * He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 2° For you were going astray like sheep, but
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

GOSPEL: JOHN 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen
to Jesus are led to abundant life.



[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another
way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens
the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. > They
will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” © Jesus
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All who came before me are
thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and
will come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as
appropriate.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of
all creation.

A brief silence.
Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. Embolden your church to
enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison
chaplains serving near and far.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our hearts in your ways.
Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human rights. Bring an end
to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured (especially). Restore
them to health of body, mind, and spirit.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community where all are
honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At our end, bring us,
with them, to our heavenly home.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
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