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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p- 119 420 Nike Drive - 412- 824-5945/412-401-5742 cell
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p- 149

PRAYER of the DAY - O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST LESSON ACTS 8:26-40

PSALM 22:25-31

SECOND LESSON 1 JOHN 4:7-21

VERSE: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
ELW # 172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah

THE GOSPEL JOHN 15:1-8

REFLECTION: William Sloane Coffin, late pastor of Riverside Church in New York City, often claimed that
humanity was in a struggle between powerless love and loveless power. His contention wasn’t that love has
no power, but that it doesn’t play the power games that the world plays. In today’s second reading, what is
the world of powerless love that the author lays out for humanity? In our context, how is powerless love
transforming you and your ministry?

HYMN #631 ELW “Love Divine All Loves Excelling”
Insert “Solo excelso, Amor Divino”

NICENE CREED p. 126

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need of good news.

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. Keep all
the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us to abide
in you always.

God of grace, hear our prayer.
For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, streams and estuaries,
polluted waters, melting glaciers, and the Turtle Creek Watershed, the Monongahela, Allegheny, and Ohio
Rivers. Renew the face of the earth and shower us with your goodness.

God of grace, hear our prayer.
For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for elected representatives
at every level, and for international organizations, that justice and peace may reign.

God of grace, hear our prayer.
For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those fleeing from
oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering (especially).

God of grace, hear our prayer.



For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit and minister to
one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and for all who seek to share your
love with the world.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to bear much fruit and to
become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly banquet where all will feast together at
your table.

God of grace, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love;
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.

SHARING of the PEACE
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’'S PRAYER p.- 129

LLC#420/ELW#535 “Hallelujah We Sing Your Praises”

BENEDICTION: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you. The Lord
look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL
SUNDAY 10:00 am.  Worship
WEDNESDAY 10:00 am. Reading Gospel of Mark
8:00 p.m. AA

Let us pray for...
Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA
Bishop Henrik Stubkjeer, President, Lutheran World Federation
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Maritza, Jim & Judy H., Pr. Wayne H. Kirk D., Georgetta C,,
Mason M., Sandra, Noah, Luca, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Fernando W., Darlene & Al,
Leilani, Lana, Amy, Antonio, Katie and baby, Sophia, Dayton, Mike, Jeffery, Lynn & son, Miranda, Don W., Yelisbeth &
all with flu, RSV, COVID, and unknown illnesses.

NURSING HOME/Assisted Living: Evelyn Lowry (McMurray Hills Manor); Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-
Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); June Minnear (Beatty Point Village);
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Concordia Monroeville).

CAREGIVERS: Annie T., Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rosa, Antonia, Tom M., Rebecca, Darlene.

HOUSING NEEDS: Asylum seekers, Southside campers, Hector and Yuri, Evelyn, Diorgho.

EMPLOYMENT: Derrick, Yinke, Timur, Yelisbeth, Amanda.

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: Iceland

MISSION PARTNER: Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh

CHURCH OF THE MONTH: Christ Murrysville

LUTHERAN AGENCY: Lutheran Service Society

SCHOOL OF THE MONTH: Redeemer Elementary




First Reading: Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been
to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in
Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, *Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem
to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) ?So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship 2and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. ?°Then the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 3°So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 3'He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. *?Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34The eunuch asked Philip, “*About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” 3°Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good
news about Jesus. 3°As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look,
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 3®He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 3°*When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (ps. 22:27)

2°From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
’The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
2’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
’For dominion belongs to the LoRrbD,
who rules over the nations.
2°Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
3%Their descendants shall serve the LoRbD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen,
while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others
because the essence of God is love.

’Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. ®Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. °In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ''Beloved, since God



loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. '?No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. **And we have seen
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 1°God abides in those who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. *So we have known and believe the love that God has
for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. '’Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. ®There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. *°*We love because he first loved us. ?°Those who say, "I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. ?'The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Gospel: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those
who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

[Jesus said:] ™I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. ®*Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
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