
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER SUNDAY -- April 5, 2026 
 

OPENING DIALOG 
Women came to Jesus’ tomb to care for his body, saying 
Who will roll the stone from the door of the tomb? 

But lo, an angel of the Lord told them: 
Jesus of Nazareth is not here. 

He is risen, just as he said. 
Alleluia, the Lord is Risen today. 

He is risen Indeed!!  Alleluia! 
 

HYMN #365 ELW “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
           #355 LLC “El Seńor resucitó” 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - see Celebrate insert 
FIRST LESSON  - see Celebrate insert    ACTS 10:34-43 
PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 - see Celebrate insert 
SECOND LESSON - see Celebrate insert COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 
VERSE:  Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.   
             Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
HALLE, HALLE, HALLE – ELW #172 
THE GOSPEL  - see Celebrate insert MATTHEW 28:1-10 
SERMON 
HYMN #375 ELW ”Alleluia! Christ is Arisen” 
           #361 LLC “¡Aleluya! Cristo resucitó  
WELCOME TO BAPTISM ELW p. 232 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISM AND ORDINATION VOWS INSERT 
HYMN #376 ELW “Thine is the Glory” 
          INSERT “Tuya sea le Gloria” 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  - see Celebrate insert 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
OFFERTORY / OFFERING PRAYER Worship booklet p. 9 
HOLY COMMUNION Worship Booklet p. 13 
HYMN #366 ELW “The Strife is O’er” 
          #352 LLC “¡Aleluya! Resucitó ya Cristo” 
BENEDICTION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / DISMISSAL 
 

 
 

The Easter lilies decorating the altar were given by:  Marsha Kennedy,  
Sandy McMaster, Darlene Neill, Pastor Ken Ofslager and Rosa Snyder-Boyd, Pastor Linda 

Theophilus and Dennis Orsen, and Helen Williams. 
 

Many thanks to Fabio Machado (cellist) and Franklin Serrano (percussion)  
for sharing their musical talents with us this morning.  
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THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
TUESDAY   1:00 p.m.  Council  
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

   Melissa Stoller, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin and Erin Jones, Assistants to the Bishop  
Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS:  Refugees & asylum seekers, Rachel F., Marilyn, Rose & Chip, Judy H., Karin, 
Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Pr. Tony, Mitzi, Fernando,  Len & Carole, Lynn F. & 
Zach, Erin, Chareen W., Debbie B., Ed L., Noel, Myschel, Dave G., Diego, Sherl, Eddie O., Janet, Bob, Andrew 
W., Wael’s family, Mark, Pr. Ken, Eric, Noah, Mindy, Debbie K., Leilani, Barbara R., Carol G., Debbie, Marion 
Q., Karen M., Marlene T., Kandy Sue, Luis S., Robin, Louie, Kat, Hunter, Laura, Pam, Brian P., Justin, Courtney, 
Roni, Brandy, Don W. and all with undiagnosed illnesses.  
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Robert Mueller, Rev. Donald Green, Mohammed Paktiawal, Royer Perez-Jimenez, 
Daphy Michel, Frank James, Sheridan Gorman, John Miller. 
NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack 
Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June Minnear (Beatty 
Point Village); Peggy Ebert (Kane–McKeesport), Carole Hill (Concordia Monroeville).  
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Darlene, Alexis, John, Barbara, Daniel 
EMPLOYMENT:  Tom L. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Iraq 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Zion – Penn Hills 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Lutheran Service Society 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Linton Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CELEBRATE – EASTER SUNDAY, April 5, 2026 
 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows 
no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather 
around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the 
women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of 
God’s endless love. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection 
you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the 
joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 



 
FIRST READING: ACTS 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message 
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the 
prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but 
in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
 
PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24) 
 
 1 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2 Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14 The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 18 The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20 “This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
 
SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and 
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 



 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with him in glory. 
 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:1-10 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus 
is risen! 
 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 
the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For 
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for 
I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate. 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of 
all creation. 

A brief silence. 
Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and 
renew our faith and hope in you.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth be renewed by the 
light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have made.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where violence, oppression, and 
corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. Draw near to those who 
are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. Bless this community, 
that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your resurrection. Bring us, with 
them, to the unending feast of your victory.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
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