
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – JULY 12, 2026 
 

INVOCATION 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Worship Booklet 

KYRIE Worship Booklet 

HYMN OF PRAISE Worship Booklet 

PRAYER OF THE DAY-. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

FIRST LESSON  -    see Celebrate    ISAIH 55:10-13 

PSALM 65: 1-13 see Celebrate  
SECOND LESSON - see Celebrate  ROMANS 8”1-11 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Halle, Halle, Halle  Worship booklet 
THE GOSPEL  - see Celebrate insert MATTHEW 13:1-9,18-23 

SERMON 

HYMN #480 ELW “O Bread of Life from Heaven” 
APOSTLES CREED  Worship Booklet  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  - see Celebrate   
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERTORY / OFFERING PRAYER Worship booklet 
HOLY COMMUNION WITH LORD’S PRAYER Worship Booklet 

Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Distribution / Lamb of God 
Blessing 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING SONG # 661 ELW “I Love to Tell the Story” 
BENEDICTION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / DISMISSAL 
 

Welcome Pastor Dorothy Worth!!   
 

Today's flowers are given by Pastors Linda and Dennis in memory of Orval Orsen (Dennis' father), Noel Orsen 
(Dennis' brother) and Ardys Theophilus (Linda's  mother).  

 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Let us pray for… 
   Melissa Stoller, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

Peter Asplin and Erin Jones, Assistants to the Bishop  
Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1229 Jefferson Heights Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

412-824-4525 
E-Mail:  EastmontELC@Hotmail.com 

www.emmanuellutheraneastmont.org 
 

Rev. Linda Orsen Theophilus, Pastor 
420 Nike Drive - 412- 824-5945/412-401-5742 cell 

 

mailto:EastmontELC@Hotmail.com
http://www.emmanuellutheraneastmont.org/


President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS:  Refugees & asylum seekers, Rachel F., Rose & Chip, Judy H., Roni, Karin, 
Tommy C., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Nan, Sandra,  Yuri, Pr. Tony, Mitzi, Fernando, Lynn F. & Zach & 
Lynn’s brother, Noah, Debbie B., Myschel, Janet, Bob, Andrew W., Wael’s family, Mark, Sydney B., Pr. Ken, 
Eric, Mindy, Debbie K., Leilani, Carol G., Debbie, Marion Q., Karen M., Marlene T., Kandy Sue, Robin, Louie, 
Kat, Hunter, Laura, Pam, Julie H., Jeff C, Pat P, Courtney, Joann, Luis S., Carole & Len, Judy M, Brian P & 
work colleagues, Lisa V, Debbie C, Barb G., Analisa B, Debbie, Pr Jin, Terry and all with undiagnosed 
illnesses.  
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: Felix Alcorta-Rodriguez, Adrian Andreas Florian, Tyrin Johnson, Michael E. 

Pahira, Jr., Venezuela earthquake 
 

HOMEBOUND:  Fran Walsh, Carole Hill 
NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack 
Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June Minnear 
(Beatty Point Village); Peggy Ebert (Kane–McKeesport) 
 

CAREGIVERS: Judy M., Chris, Chip, Darlene, Alexis, John, Barbara, Daniel,  Dawn 

EMPLOYMENT:  Tom L., Spirit Airlines employees, Doug M., Justin K. 
 

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Venezuela and the United States 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:   Hope  - Turtle Creek  
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Thiel College   
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Beechwood Elementary in Beechview 

____________________________ 

CELEBRATE – 7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, JULY 12, 2026 

PRAYER OF THE DAY-    Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the 

Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

 12 For you shall go out in joy  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 



Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 

[ 1 You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 

 2 To you, the one | who answers prayer, 
  to you all | flesh shall come. 

 3 Our sins are strong- | er than we are, 
  but you blot out | our transgressions. 

 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your temple. R 

 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 

 6 You make firm the mountains | by your power; 
  you are girded a- | bout with might. 

 7 You still the roaring | of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 

 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy. R 

]  9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;  
the river of God is | full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 

 10 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 

 11 You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

 12 May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 

 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing. R 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law 

was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers 

proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit 

of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the 

law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to 

deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 

mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 

God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body 

is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your 

mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 



Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the 

good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why 

this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 

some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But 

when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 

brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
 

  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 

sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and 

when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and 

the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless the ministry of 
readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with 

all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed and nourished. 
Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose labor brings your abundance to 
our tables. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony. As this week we 

remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; 
draw our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted. Feed all who 
struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit 

(especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in you. Bless all 
your faithful people gathered here, that they may become blessings for this community. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness continues to inspire 
the church. By their example, may we trust your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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