
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 11, 2025 

 
INVOCATION 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p. 119 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p. 149 
 
PRAYER of the DAY - O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great shepherd of the sheep.  By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything 
good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    ACTS 9:36-43 
 
PSALM 23 
 
SECOND LESSON REVELATION 7:9-17 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
ELW #172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
 
THE GOSPEL  JOHN 10:22-30 
 
REFLECTION:   The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ.  It is the promise of 
Jesus.  It was true for Dorcas in Joppa.  It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in 
the Revelation vision.  It is true for us and for all the baptized:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
HYMN #380 ELW “Hallelujah, Jesus Lives” 
          INSERT  “¡Aleluya! ¡Jesús vive!” 
 
NICENE CREED p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 

You guide your people to the waters of life.  Make your church a nourishing place for all who are thirsty 
for hope and healing.  Renew us in the waters of baptism and send us forth as signs of your love.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places.  Revive fragile ecosystems and restore species in danger 
of extinction.  Teach us new ways of living in balance and harmony with our non-human neighbors.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
You lead all people along right pathways.  Grant wisdom and compassion to judges, lawyers, mediators, 
and legal advocates.  Dismantle systems of unnecessary and unjust incarceration.  Protect victims of 
crime and victims of abuse of power.  Empower processes of restorative justice and sustain all who strive 
for healing in our communities.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
You wipe the tears from every eye.  Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or depression, loneliness, or 
despair.  Enfold all who are in any need in your shepherding care (especially).  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care.  Come close to those 
whose relationships with their families are difficult, and console all who grieve the loss of mother figures 
or the loss of children.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the source of everlasting life.  In deep gratitude for all your saints (especially Ron, Emberly and 
Mary), we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us in Jesus, your beloved child.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN - INSERT “Alabare” 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
MONDAY 10:30 a.m. Parish Life Meeting 
TUESDAY   all day Lutheran Day at the Capitol 
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 

 
HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel, Peggy, Marilyn 
& Brian, Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H., Kirk, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen., Darlene & Al, 
Lana, Dayton, Aligha, Ed R., Tyler, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Roy, Lynn F., Pr. Tony, Shelly, Debbie, Myschel, 
Amanda & baby, Mitzi, Pat N., Lynn’s brother, Charlie, David, Janice, Lance F., Debbie B., Mase, Mindy, Tony, Don 
M., Alexis’ son, Jacob, Chuck A., & all with flu, RSV, & COVID & undiagnosed illnesses.  
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Peter Ronald Mariani, Emberly McCormick, Mary McGuire. 
NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack 
Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June Minnear (Beatty 
Point Village); Evelyn Rae Dodson (Seneca Place); Peggy Ebert (Kane–McKeesport). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Vietnam  
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  St. John’s North Versailles 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Camp Lutherlyn 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Linton Middle School  
  



 

First Reading: Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work 
with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her 
back to life through the power of prayer. 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to 
good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid 
her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two 
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and 
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing 
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and 
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, 
and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, 
he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the 
Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who 
vanquishes sin and suffering. 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 
branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 
 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 
from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come 
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 



 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Gospel: John 10:22-30 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one. Those 
who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in 
the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you 
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do 
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do 
not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is 
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
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