FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
May 18, 2025 1229 Jefferson Heights Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235
INVOCATION 412-824-4525
E-Mail: EastmontELC@Hotmail.com
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p. 119 www.emmanuellutheraneastmont.org
Rev. Linda Orsen Theophilus, Pastor

HYMN #375 ELW “Allelua! Christ is Arisen” 420 Nike Drive - 412-824-5945 /412-401-5742 cell

#361 LLC “iAleluya! Cristo resucito”
HYMN OF PRAISE "This is the Feast” p- 149

PRAYER of the DAY - O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, how and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON ACTS 11:1-18
PSALM 148
SECOND LESSON REVELATION 21:1-6

VERSE: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
ELW #172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
THE GOSPEL JOHN 13:31-35

REFLECTION: Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us.
Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.

HYMN - INSERT “At the Lamb’s High Feast”
NICENE CREED p- 126

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our proclamation of your
grace for all people without exceptions.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of your presence
from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to preservation of wild places

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in power toward
equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient resources to live safely and
with dignity.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, experiencing
broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness (especially). Wipe away every
tear.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly marginalized because of
gender, sexuality, national origin or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic oppression and renew our
commitment to healing the wounds of our collective body in this community and beyond.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love. Guide us by their
example, until we join them in your eternal home.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor

HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p.- 129
COMMUNION HYMN #824 ELW "“This is my Father's World”

POST-COMMUNION HYMN - INSERT “Alabare”

BENEDICTION: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you. The Lord
look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

The flowers on the altar are presented by Marsha Kennedy.
Warm welcome to guest musician Johann Diaz.

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL

SUNDAY 10:00 am.  Worship
WEDNESDAY  8:00 pm. AA

Let us pray for...
Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA
Bishop Henrik Stubkjeer, President, Lutheran World Federation
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel, Peggy, Marilyn & Brian,
Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H., Kirk, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Aligha,
Ed R., Tyler, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Roy, Lynn F., Pr. Tony, Shelly, Debbie, Myschel, Amanda & baby, Mitzi, Pat N.,
Lynn’s brother, Charlie, David, Janice, Lance F., Debbie B., Mase, Mindy, Tony, Don M., Alexis” son, Uncle Ron, Jacob, Chuck
A., & all with flu, RSV, & COVID & undiagnosed illnesses.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: Peter Ronald Mariani, Emberly McCormick, Mary McGuire.

NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens (William
Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Evelyn Rae
Dodson (Seneca Place); Peggy Ebert (Kane-McKeesport).

CAREGIVERS: Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine.

EMPLOYMENT: Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler.

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: Vietnam

MISSION PARTNER: Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh

CHURCH OF THE MONTH: St. John's North Versailles

LUTHERAN AGENCY: Camp Lutherlyn

SCHOOL OF THE MONTH: Linton Middle School




First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem
church that God'’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the
mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.

! Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of
God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go
to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, *"“I
was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw
four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up,
Peter; kill and eat.” 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.’ °But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.’ 1°This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. ' At that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 2The Spirit told me to go with
them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. 3He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; “he will give you a message by which you and your entire
household will be saved.’ 1>And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at
the beginning. 1®* And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” ¥ When they heard this, they were silenced. And
they praised God, saying, “"Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Psalm: Psalm 148

The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (ps. 148:13)

I Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2Praise the LoRD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LoRD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
‘Praise the LoRD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7 Praise the LorD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
2 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
1 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
2young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13 et them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
“The LoORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LoORrD. Hallelujah!



Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we
wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven,
new earth, and new Jerusalem.

1T saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”

5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ®Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of
life.”

Gospel: John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of his
glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive
mark of Jesus’ community.

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 341 give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”
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