
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 4, 2025 

 
INVOCATION 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p. 119 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p. 149 
 
PRAYER of the DAY - Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud 
your majesty and might.  By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to 
follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    ACTS 9:1-20 
 
PSALM 30 
 
SECOND LESSON REVELATION 5:11-14 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
ELW #172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
 
THE GOSPEL  JOHN 21:1-19 
 
REFLECTION:   The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus.  Wading in the 
water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly 
encounter with the risen Christ.  Jesus asks us again and again:  Do you love me?  And Jesus invites us, 
again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.  
 
HYMN #382 ELW “Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia!” 
 
NICENE CREED p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 

Your love sustains the church and its ministries.  By that love, equip youth directors, Sunday school 
teachers, and all who guide formation in the church to nurture vibrant, living faith among your people.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Your abundance is made known throughout creation.  Preserve oceans and rivers, lakes and estuaries, 
especially the Monongahela, the Allegheny and the Ohio Rivers, so that all creatures living in them might 
flourish.  Make us wise stewards of our local watersheds.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Your wisdom guides all who strive for justice and peace.  Strengthen the work of grassroots organizers, 
especially among communities on the frontlines of justice work.  Amplify the voices of those most in need, 
that their leadership guides the way forward.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Your compassion surrounds all who are in need.  We pray for all people experiencing poverty and food 
insecurity, and for all struggling with debt and economic uncertainty.  Reassure all who experience 
hopelessness or need your tender care (especially).  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
You invite all people to your table of grace.  Make this a community of radical hospitality where all feel 
loved and celebrated.  Show us where and how to invite newcomers.  
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Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We praise you for the witness of your saints of all times and places.  May their lives of faith guide us in 
our own journeys with you, today and every day.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
LLC#420/ELW#535 “Hallelujah We Sing Your Praises” 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
   1:00 p.m. Old Words for a New Day 
MONDAY 10:00 a.m. WIHP Meeting 
TUESDAY   1:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 

 
HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel, Peggy, Marilyn & 
Brian, Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H., Kirk, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen., Darlene & Al, Lana, 
Dayton, Aligha, Ed R., Tyler, Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Roy, Lynn F., Pr. Tony, Shelly, Debbie, Myschel, Amanda & 
baby, Mitzi, Pat N., Lynn’s brother, Charlie, David, Janice, Lance F., Debbie B., Mase, Mindy, Tony, Don M., Alexis’ son, 
Uncle Ron, Jacob, & all with flu, RSV, & COVID & undiagnosed illnesses.  
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Pope Francis. 
NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens 
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); 
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Seneca Place); Peggy Ebert (Kane–McKeesport). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Vietnam 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  St. John’s North Versailles 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Camp Lutherlyn 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Linton Middle School  
 
  



 

First Reading: Acts 9:1-20 
Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading recounts 
the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 
1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who 
were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the 
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him 
into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 
  10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He 
answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the 
Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings 
and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 
Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in 
the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

Psalm: Psalm 30 
You have turned my wailing into dancing. (Ps. 30:11) 

 1 I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 
  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
 2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 
  and you restored me to health. 
 3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 
  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
 4 Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 
  give thanks in holy remembrance.  
 5 God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
 6 While I felt secure, I said, 
  “I shall never be disturbed. 
 7 You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 
  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
 8 I cried to you, O LORD; 
  I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
 9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 
  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 10 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 
  O LORD, be my helper.  
 11 You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
 12 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
  O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  



Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its center 
is “the Lamb who was slain.” 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice, 
 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, singing, 
 
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Gospel: John 21:1-19 
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the 
fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience. 
1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. 
 
  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said 
to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about 
a hundred yards off. 
 
  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to 
them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not 
torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from 
the dead. 
 
  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A 
second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, 
when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you 
do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he 
said to him, “Follow me.” 
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