
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 5, 2024 

 
INVOCATION 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p. 119 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p. 149 
 
PRAYER of the DAY - O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.  
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    ACTS 10:44-48 
 
PSALM 98 
 
SECOND LESSON 1 JOHN 5:1-6 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
ELW # 172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
 
THE GOSPEL  JOHN 15:9-17 
 
REFLECTION:   Jesus rose from the dead and appeared in many ways.  Forty days later, he ascended into 
heaven.  He gave promises and action plans for those who remain: 

 Power to be witnesses throughout the whole earth. 
 A spirit of wisdom and revelation  
 You, the church, are Christ Jesus’ body, doing God’s work with our hands, feet, and voices.  

 
HYMN #376 ELW “Thine is the Glory” 
          Insert “Tuya sea la Gloria” 
 
NICENE CREED p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all those in need of good news. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word.  Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit and give 
understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious 
partners.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed.  Revive your creation, that every  living thing might 
flourish.   
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Your world is divided and the nations rage.  Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that they may 
seek justice, peace, and the good of all.  Strengthen international partnerships and cooperation.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Your children are in need.  Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, depression, 
and mental illness.  Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another.  We pray especially 
for . . . .  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Your work is done in this place with our hands.  Bless the ministries of this congregation that we may 
embody your love for the world.  Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council members, and all 
leaders.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your blessed saints now rest in you.  Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us 
(especially).  At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; 
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen. 
 
SHARING of the PEACE 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
ASCENSION SCRIPTURE AND HYMN ACTS 1:1-11 
 
HYMN #393 ELW “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 
           Insert “¡Al Mundo “Gloria” Proclamad!” 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 

 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
MONDAY   2:00 p.m. Stewardship Study at Bob Evans 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 a.m. Reading Gospel of Mark 
   8:00 p.m. AA 
THURSDAY   All day Lutheran Day at the Capitol 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy 
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Jim & Judy H.,  Kirk D.,  Mason M., Sandra, Noah, Luca, Karen 
M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Fernando W., Darlene & Al, Lana, Amy, Katie & baby, Sophia, 
Dayton, Jeffery, Lynn’s son, Don W., & all with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses.   
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Sylvia Radvan, Mike (Rosa’s cousin).  
NURSING HOME/Assisted Living: Evelyn Lowry (McMurray Hills Manor); Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-
Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens (William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point) June 
Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Concordia Monroeville). 
CAREGIVERS:  Annie T., Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rosa, Antonia, Tom M., Rebecca, Darlene. 
HOUSING NEEDS:  Asylum seekers, Southside campers, Hector and Yuri, Evelyn, Diorgho.   
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yinke, Timur, Yelisbeth, Amanda. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Taiwan 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Good Shepherd 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Camp Lutherlyn 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Woodland Hills High School 



First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon 
them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that 
these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers 
who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Psalm: Psalm 98 
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4) 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world 
is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 
the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and 
the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, 
he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call 
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose 



me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

Acts 1:1-11 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from 
Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will be accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit. His 
words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, 
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is 
what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
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